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Farm Numbers
A farm is any place from which $1,000 
or more of agricultural products were 
produced or sold, or normally would 
have been sold, during the Census year.
• 2,204,792 farms & ranches
2007 Census of Agriculture
•4 percent more than 2002
2007 Census of Agriculture
2007 Census of Agriculture
2007 Census of Agriculture
2007 Census of Agriculture
In 2002, 144,000 farms produced 75% of 
the value of U.S. agricultural production.
In 2007, 125,000 farms produced 75% of 
the value of U.S. agricultural production.
6% of farms
What’s New in 2007?
12,549Marketed Through 
Community Supported Agriculture
23,451Generated Energy On-Farm
20,437Organic Production
# of Farms
Sources of Information
1867: Land Grant College
Teach Agriculture and Mechanical Arts
1887: Establish Agricultural Experiment Stations
1914: Establish Cooperative Extension (Outreach)
University of Illinois Archives
University of Illinois Archives

Sources of Information
Agrichemical retailers
Seed suppliers
Consultants
Farm managers
Certified Crop Advisors (CCAs)
Sources of Information
Illinois growers rely heavily on 
agrichemical dealers and consultants for 
making pest management decisions, while 
a small percentage of growers base their 
pest management decisions directly on 
university recommendations.
Czapar, Curry, and Gray.  1995.  Survey of integrated pest 
management practices in central Illinois. Journal of Production 
Agriculture 8:483-486. 
Sources of Information
Farm supply/chemical dealers were 
identified as the primary source of pest 
management information for 70% of the 
corn acres and 79% of the soybean acres 
in the North Central Region.
Economic Research Service, USDA,  1999
Agrichemical retailers identified university 
research/Extension as primary sources of 
information.
Czapar, Curry, and Brink.  2002.  Pest management 
recommendations and water quality concerns: An Illinois 
agribusiness perspective. Weed Technology 16:440-443. 
Sources of Information
How useful are the following information sources for making 
crop management decisions or customer recommendations? 
2.9Magazines/Papers
3.4Internet
3.1Co-workers/neighbors
3.7Company training programs
4.1University Research/Extension
2.8Farm Organizations
3.7Manufacturer/Industry
MeanSource
Illinois Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) Conference 
December, 2008
1 = Low
5 = High
N=211
Types of information

Pest management recommendations and water quality concerns: An Illinois 
agribusiness perspective. 2002.  Weed Technology 16:440-443. 
Czapar, Curry, and Cloyd.  2007.  Educational needs and customer service 
practices of retail stores that sell pesticides in Illinois. HortTechnology January-
March 17(1):115-119.
Educational resources identified as most useful to store employees
N=402
Information needs in the future
Energy crops
Equipment technology (Robotics)
Improved crop genetics (Yields and inputs) 
Globalization of trade
Diverse markets
Need for Specialized Information
1997 2002 2007
Illinois Vineyards 195 271 316
Census of Agriculture
http://www.illinoiswine.com

Illinois Wind Farm Projects
Adapted from Loomis, 2009   
http://www.wind.ilstu.edu/
Approximate return: $5,000/turbine/year
Solomon, 2009
Need for Specialized Information
Increase of high speed internet to rural areas
2007 Census of Agriculture
57 percent of all farms have internet access
Increase of 7 percent from 2002
2007 Census of Agriculture
Need for Specialized Information
High speed internet to rural areas
Information
Credible/Reliable
Research based
Available on demand
Provide summaries (Fact sheets/Newsletters)
Offer in-depth educational opportunities
http://web.extension.uiuc.edu/smallfarm
http://www.farmdoc.uiuc.edu



